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P#1z0s OPHICAL Enquiries ,"befife 
the clear Light of the Goſpel, tho" they fur- 
niſbed Men with ſome ExpeBtations of © filturb 
Srate of "Rew 'rds and Puniſoments, yet it uf 
but in obſcure uncertainty, and it is very tritly b. 


ſerv'd that the Goſpel of Chriſt hath brought” Life 
and Immortality to Light ; but as there are too too 


many, who would chooſe the Works of Darkneſs in 


the midft of this Light, by rejefting the glorious 


Light Hit; it is become neceſſary to huve recourſ, 
to Reaſon abs Philoſophy to aſcertain ſuch Truths 
which the Goſpel reveals ; and as the Revelati- 
on of the Goſpel gives Light to the Under fondings 
of thoſe, who are prepared to receive its Truths, 


/ does it add tothe IMumination of the Mind in al 
modern Enquiries into true Philoſophy, | 


And as the Goſpel is found to give Light to 
Reaſon. und Philoſophy, it muff neceſſarily be u 


| Divine Revelation, ſince nothing Jeſs could have 


remov'd the Mifts of Error and Ipnorance, that 


' the World before lJabottFd under, 


Now the ſollotuing Diſſertations V which bong 
ehe in 4 N art chiefly defi end to prove, 
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iy The PR E F A C E. , 
form natural Reoſon, the Being and Attrilutes cf 
| God, and the Immortality of the Soul, which we 

are aſſur d of from the Goſpel Revelation; where- 
by it 'may be obſerv'd that what the Goſpel aſſures 
us of, is agreeable to natural Reaſon, illuminated 


by tt, ſo that where Reaſon and Revelation thus + 


Join #ogether ; as Philoſophy proves the Truth of 
Revelation, ſo Revelation oſcertains:the Truth of 
ſuch Philoſophy ; which indeed had need to join 
their Forees to * a Hop to the Growth of Atheiſm 
and Infidelity. 

| ease Divine; Reveletion wil 4 
give Life and Energy to my following Diſſertati» 
ent; ſo my following Diſſertations are defign'd te 
add ro. the Belief of; and ond the e Mf >< for: - . 


— - 


wi 5 * „ 
. 3 
- Diſſertations. 


DISSERTATION TI 
That 248 is not Eternal, and that We 


is A Hatun. 
HATE E R is eee on * 
created, and whatever is uncreated- 
muſt be of its ſelſ a neceflary Being; and that 
Being, which is neceſſary has no Dependance 
upon any other, but all other Beings muſt de- 
pend upon and exiſt in that e 
its Original and firſt Cauſee. | 
Now, whether Matter or Spirit is the original 
or firſt Cauſe of all Things will eat appear 
_ from conſidering the Power of each: Matter is - 
+ of its ſelf incapable of Perception, Aftion, or 8 
Self- Motion; but being actuated by Spirit be- 
comes capable of all; Spirit muſt therefore de 
the firſt, the only Intelligent, the only unori. 
ginated and eterfaf Being: And therefore this 
unoriginated Exiſtence began to Act, and to pro- 
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duce Place out of Space-and Time out of Eterni- 
ty, there could be no ſuch Thing as Nhatter in 
Being, which was only created on Purpoſe to 
be ſerviceable to ſuch Creatures, who Were to : 
be made up of Body and Spirit: For it muſt be 
abſurd to imagine, as ſome have, chat Matter 
ſhould be Eternal, or, as others, That the Di- 
vine and neceffary Being hath never been Wich- 
cout Creatures, but chat from Eternity he has 
3 other Beings, or he maſt W 
© have been an Eternity Jdle. 2 1 
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. " Phi Di Difertations, 
Tax very Nature of the Word Creation im- 
_ plies @ Beginning of the Thing created; and if 
whatever is created muſt have a Beginning, as 
it necefſarily* muſt, then muſt there be an Exer- 
nity paſt before. that Beginning; but to imagin 
Creatures from Eternity muſt be abſurd and 
Noaſence; for this would ſuppoſe Creatures 
neceffary as well as the Creator, 'and whatever 
is neceſſary cannot be ſubject to Alteration of 
Change, or could it require a Creation; for only 
what is created can be ſubjected to Alterition, 
according to che Will of its Creator, and as its 
Acts of free Agency a are directed to thoſe Laws 
given it. 
I t,r muſt be abſurd to reaſon fro the ki. 
: vity of this Neceſſary Being, thar had he not 
had Creatures from Eternity he muſt neceflary. | 
haye been an Eternity Idle: This neceflary Ex- EY 
ent Beins, being in himſelf infinitely Perfect, 
and his Eternity admits no Meaſure or Progret- 
"2 fion as Times does; and the neareſt we can con- 
ceive of bis Eternity paſt before he betzan his 
Creations; is, that no Time was paſt before 
this Beginning ; for Time only commenced with 
the Beginning of Creation; but to imagin him 
an Eternity idle, is making Time and Eternity 
ſimilar to each other; whereas Eternity before 
the Creation was no more to the ſupreme, inſi - 
nite, unoriginated Being than any preſent In- 
ſtant of Time is to us, l we can neither 
1 meaſure nor continue, but by i its conſtantly flow- 
ing as it comes and makes no ſtay, is that which , 
5 * gives TOS a Name yg Duration to us, 
| 2 created 
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created Beings; which, before the Candace 
ment of Time - and Duration, had not a Being i * 
the unoriginated Exiſtence; nor does the Com- 
mencement of Time and Matter make 
Change in his Eternity, who has created Time 
and Place ſubſeryient only to his Orestures, 
which make no Change in himſelf no more than 
if he had yet remained without them: And tin 
Time commenced” tis impoſſible he could be 
idle; for to imagin one to be idle and have no 
Time to work in, is expecting Work to be done 
without Time to do it in, and could'ic be ſup- 
poſed that any. Work could be done without 
Time, then might God work from Eternity, bur 
this 15 abſurd: Twas ſufficient, when God be- 
gan his Creations, that he ſhould with them 
produce Time to perform them in, without 
which no Creature could have been produced, 
thefetdre no 8 cad be ffom — 4 
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Now whateyerjsa NS, Jo muſt be 
every where, for whatever neceflary , exits. ar 
its ſelf any where, without Cauſe op Oels i., 
on, mit, for the ſame Reaſon, exiſt eve 
v here, becauſethe neceſſiry of its Exiſtence, in 
the very Idea of it, matt imply an Impoſiibihry, 
of irs Non-Exiſtence (of which in the next Dil. 
ſertation) and where there is an Impofß bility f 
Non · Exiſtence it muſt be impoſfble but that 
ſuch (Exiſtence mult exiſt every. where, for 
whatever may be exclutèd from ay. Place an- 
not be * or 1 büc may be ſup- 
A4 poſed 


biloſ ophic ng Diſſertations. 0 


dee 1 excluded from other * 1 ini 


| Job until it may be ſuppoſed to be excluded 
a from any where, 3 and conſequently be no where. 
Bor Matter is not every where (of which 


hereafter) therefore not a neceflary Being, or 
unoriginated, but created in Time, not from 
Eternity, and it not from Eternity then was it 


Treated out of nothing by the Will and Pleaſures 
of che only unoriginated, neceſſary, Self-Exi- 


| Kent infinirely Wiſe, and Powerful, Spiritual 


Exiſtence of the ſupreme Gov over all his 
Works, bleffed for ever. 
No that Matter is not eyery where or that 
there is a Yacuum appears, firft from all the 
Planetary Bodies of our Syſtem deſcribing equal 
Areas in Equal Times, or by finiſhing their Re- 
volutions exactly in the ſame Periods, one Time 
After another, which they could not do if they 
mor'd i in a Plenum, for then muſt their Moti- 
-ons be retarded, for Matter (according ta the 


Known Laws of Nature) muft neceflarily xefiſt , 


their Motions, and cauſe them to roy Aer 
| apd flower, and at laſt to ceaſe. 5 * 
© Ix it be objected that the Plenum is its ſelf 


ed along with che Bodies 1n it, and. i 13 there- 
8 Tore no Let or Hindrance to their Motions. © 


Tuts Objection i is eaſily remoy'd, by obſer- 
ving, that if chis was ſo, then all the Revoluti- 
ons of the whole Syſtem of Bodies at what. Di. 


- ſtance ſoever would be perform'd in one and the 
ſame Tine; for ſuppoſing a Plenum and that this 


Plenum moves along with the whole Syſtem, 
then from the Center of the Plenum the whole 

Wo muſt haye the W ce, and ſo 
| : the 
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common Orbs either from flying of in their Tan 
Attraction- 
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the Diſtance give no Alteration, as Time to 
the Motions--of the whole Syſter z nay the 
 wholeUniyerſe (upon this Hypotheſis) muſt b 
concern'd in it; whichappears, even inourown 

Syſtem, de fact, it is not, Witneſa, che Nevo- 
lutions of our Primary Planets, whoſe Revolu - 


tions vary according to their Diſtances from yo 


their central Luminary the Sus, whole Magni- 
tudes, Weights, and Diſtances are proportion'd 
to a, proper Velocity to preſerve chem in their 


gents or from e che Center of 


80 likewife' che! Accoatiance/of ts ff 
Planets, ws, our Aas, wich the Hasle of 


Saturn and Jupiter cannot be mov'd in their 
Orbs upon Suppoſition af the Motion f He- 
num becauſe ſuch a Movement muſt necearily a}; 


throw their Motions into Confufion ; 
Suppaſition oftheirs and the others Movements 
ina Vacuum all Motions both of the Primary 
and Secondary Planets are ally” and without 

any Perplexities accounted ſor. Ny 
10h, Tar there is a — iced : 
the Reflection of the Sun's Rays upon any thing 
of Matter, for ſo far as the Sun meets wich 
any Matter to receive its Rays it certainly re- 


flects them; which is obſervable of the Suns | 


Rays inour Atmoſphere as far as they reach be- 


fore its Rising and | after” its Setting; by 


which it appears that our Atmoſphere is not ex- 
tended above fiifty Miles from rhe Surface of 
the Earth: Now ſuppoſe our Atmoſphere was 

e 699 * then would 


13 5 there 


3 1 . | 
chere be no more Darkneſs in a clear Night than 


for if the Moon it ſelf can caſt ſuch a Luſtre by 
reflecting its Rays from ſo ſmall a Body, what 


— —ñä—ͥ — rr 


in acloudy Day; becauſe thedun's Rays would be 
entertain d therein, and reflected to us again, 
all a- round, within the Circumference of the 
Earth s Shadow at the Moon's Diſtance, which 
would only be about three Times the Breadch - 


of the Moon's Diameter (as may be obſcry'd by 


her Eclipſes) and ſignify but little towards the 


depriving us of a ſurrounding Reflection of the 
Sun's Ray, and be only a Shade from its Heat; 


then muſt the Light of its Rays be, ifentertain'd 


by a Plenum and reflected thereby, when rhe 

whole Syſtem, as far as its Rays could reach, 
would not be without its Entertainment, and 
conſequentiy not without its Reſſection? But 


this de facto is not ſo, therefore there isa Vacuum. 
zah, Is Matter neceffarily exiſted then could 
it not be excluded from any where (as is before 
obſerv d of a neceſſary Exiſtent Being) but the 


| whole infinite. Ertenfon muſt be filled with 


Matter, without Pores or Parts or Center of 


Gravity; whereas we find, de fucto, no ſuch 


Matter in Being; for the hardeſt Mettals, as 
Gold for Inſtance, is foand to have more Pores 
than Parts, for Water by much Preſſure has 


been forced thro' its Pores; and if Mettals aud 


Minerals admit of Vacuicies; much more muſt o- 


' _ ther/lighter Solids,” and ſtill more the ſpungi- 

neſs ot the Air: And it theſe Things, 'which con- 
tain in them real ſubſtantial Matter, admit of 
more Vacuities than Matter its ſelf, then muſt 


1 0 de 4 „ perfectly diſtinct from Mat- 


ter; 5 
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"  Phlolloſaphical Diſſertatiani.» 17 
ter; therefore the Divine and Spiritual Eſſence 
is the only unoriginated and neceſſary Exiſtence 
from whom all Things chat ARE have re- 
ceiv'd their * q 1 NN blen er | 
Exifence be | 
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That there maſt xeceſ[arily be ane Self. Krisen | 
Being in three | Self-Exiſcent Fan | 
. with Attibutes, infonitely Fe 2 


TT has bi prov'd, 1 * preſent. 8 | 
A and Diſpoſition of Things, that Matter is not 
neceſſarily Exiſtent, but dependant upon an Ori- 
ginal and firſt Cauſe; and the ſame will like- - 
wiſe be evident to Reaſon from conſidering 
what Ideas we can frame of the Nature of a 
Selt-Exiſtent, and Independent Being. | 
Ix has alſo been obſery'd- that a Self-Exiſtent | 
Being, exiſts; without Cauſe; or Original, and 
muſt therefore be eyery where, and ane 
is every where muſt be inflnigee. 

Ax b its as certain, that Infinity e 

ry. exiſt in, and from Eternity, as tha: there 

has been àn Eternity paſt, which is evident 
there muſt, have been, tho beyond the reach 
of our preſent Comprehenſions, becauſe immea- 

ſurable, and'cah only come within the Compaſs 

ol our Notions or Ideas that it muſt neceſſary be 
fo, fo Infinity may furniſh us wich the very ſame 
Apprehoniogs and ens; tha ie ops: n 
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_rily Exiſt eternally-in Space; and Aff cannot | 


be without Perfectiuns, nor Perfections without 
Inteligence; for without Intelligence there can 
be nothing Perfect; nor cau there be a neteſſa- 
ry Exiſtence without Iuſinite Perfections, (as 
will appear hereafter; Matter cannot therefore 
be Self - Exiſtent becauſe Incapable or Intelb- 
gente or Perception. 
Ix therefore follows, that a SI Self- 
Exiſtent Being muſt be Spiritual, ſince nothing 
could be infinite and eternal, that was incapa- 
ble of Perception, Thinking, or Intelligence; 
which Acts, Matter being incapable of, muſt 
neceffarily render it incapable of Self. Exiſtence, 
ſince the very Nature of Selt-Exifterice muſt 
imply Latelligence; becauſe that which 
Was. Ineapable of Intelligence muſt imply . 
Exiſtence in its own:Nature and Neceſſity. 
Ass it being impoſi ble, but chat there muſt 
be ſome Exiſtence from Eternity, it muſt 
_ therefore follow tit that eternal Exiſtence muſt 
be indued with Intelligence as a neceſſary con- 
ſequence of His Eternal and neceſſary Exiſtence. 
Now that there has been an Eternity Paſt 
without Worlds and Inhabitants, and yet no 
Time was ever without them, is eaſy and na- 
tural ro imagin, as neceſſari y there muſt, and 
it cou'd not be otherwiſe, as appears from the 
foregoing Proofs of the Non Eternity of Marter; 
ſomuſt Space be as neceffarily Infinite and Seeg. 
nul ;/ Infinity then was neceſſarily exiſtent in 
Space z otherwiſe Space cou d have nothing in 
it to be call'd Exiſtence ; a nd Intelligence muſt 
8 3 exift in a daft | how in Infinite In- 
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1 ind horafoce mende) nocd 


finity,Infinity muſt neceſſarily exiſt in Space, ant 


Space be neceſſarily fil'd withInfinity: for other- 
wiſe Space wou'd have no Exiſtence in it, for 
unthinking Nothingneſs deſtroys the vety 
Nature of Infinity, Tad wou d render Space it 


ſelf Non-Exiſtent, fiace Exiftence implies che | 


Being of Soukruma that does exiſt ; hut un- 


thinking nothing cannot be ſaid to exiftat ally 


There muſt then be ſomething that aeceffirity 
muſt exiſt .infigitely, and that which chug un. 
cefſarily exiſts muſt equally exiſt every where, 
and it is manifeſt that Space does thus exiſt, . 
, whence we call ir Infinite Space. 
Now as. above obſerr'd, whatever is nie ; 
muſt be perfect, and Perfection muſt imply In- 
telligence, as neceſſarily Exifeat in Infinity, as 
Infinity in Space; and becauſe that Space muſt 
neceſſarily contain Infnizy ; Infinity muſt as ne- 
ceſſarily contain the Perfecions which muſt ac- 


company Infniteneſi ; fram whence will neceſſa- 


| rily flow the Attributes of infinite PerfeQions ; _ 
as infinite Preſence, infinite Knowledge, infinite 
Power, infinite Love, infinite Mercy, 


Goodneſs, infinite Fufice, inſinite Truth "and in 


a word infinite Holineſs ; and every thing that 


is Good at the neceſſary Reſultof infinteBerfermons. 5 


Ax p as Space thus contains Infinity, the In- 


finity it contains muſt needs be a Spiritus E. 


ence of infinite Extention, unbounded and un- 
5 in Free Power, and inal che afore- 
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14 . Philoſophical Diſſertations. 
ſaid attributes, derived, as before obſery'd 
from infinite Perfeltions, independent! y exiſt- 

ing ; and of neceſſity ſo er that it is im- | 

eee ſoexiſt®. N 
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=. .* Whaorer may 0 Nature of Eternal. 
3 Exiſtenc itſelf, 4 be without Ca or Origination, and - 
1 . exiſts muſt be a Property of the Deity. | 
For whatever is neceſſary, or Self-Exiſtent, muſt be without 
Beginning, without Cauſe, and without Creation, which are 
_ manifeſtly Properties of Ged, and are not to be met FE wich! in any 
other Exiſtence. 
_ Now Space i is unbounded. and unlimited, and cannot be other- 
| wiſe conceiv'd of, but that it is neceſſary of itielf without Cauſe 
d Origina inal and muſt therefore he Sec Exiſtent ; and Se, Exif 
- Fence cannot imply Non-Entity of Unthinking Nothing, for Nor- 
©  . Pntity.is Non-Exiſtence ; but Exiſtence implies the Being of 
Ig Something either Spiritual or Material that muſt either neceſia- 
rily ordependently exiſt ; and whatever neceſſarily exiſts, muſt” 
 -__ exiſt equallyevery where; and it 1; manifeſt that Spare dvesthus * 
every where ſo exiſt, and hath Fternalh Þ exiſted in its own 
Nature and Neceflity ; therefore it is Self-Exiſtent ; and as an' 
immaterial exiſtence, it is an infinite and ſpiritual exiſtence, a 
Reality and not à Non- Entity of Unthinking nothing, but 1 
| in its own Nature Infinite and Eternal. 
ute and Eternity ars then Synontinous Properties of Self. 
„ Mente; which with Space have exiſted, or more properly do 
evidently exiſt every where with Space. 
In theſe Three Properties, whichare e Properties of 
Self. Exiſtence, exiſts the Fulne's of the Godbead; in Prater 
ties Three, but in E ſence on Self Exiftence One. Dhele ate bs a 
three Properties of Self Exiſtence in the only Ox g divine Un- 
E originated Eſſence, One iu Self. Exiftence, Onein 11d ependency, 
3 and.therefore e Ws 65 N. 
'- © * No ather Exiftenceor roperty whatſoever, can lenge In- 
dependeticy or Self-Exiſtence. 
A, there are then three, and only three Properties of gell. 
Exiſtencg, ſo cheſe three Properties in one Self. Exiſtent Eſſence 
an ſwer to the divine unoriginated Spiritual Eſſence of the one 


undivided Trinity, independent af Cauſe or Original, and is 
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We thereforethe Object, yea, the only Object of the bi heſt Admi- 
b ration. Worſhip and Praiſe, and of the utmoſt Qt | fo be | 
_ Tow alt his e Creafures. 72 


6 * 
* 4 4 1 4% * # # = 
© "he 


* " 
: 


_ 
Wes | 


" Philoſophical Diſcvrations, 4 15 
Taps Infinity, and Eternity, are Im- 
meaſurable, and muſt naturally have exiſtted 
before time Was, and notwithſtanding Time 
has been .produced out of Eternity, and Place 


out of Space, and Finite Beings cut of infinity, 


yet, Eternity, & pace, and Infinity remain un- 
changeable. : 

Fo the e effence of inknity can 
never be alter d by created Time and Durati- 
on, nor his Eternity, paſt and to PS. * 
either lengthged or W af 

Before Time His Perfections remain pd w uncom- 
municated, and yet. they remain'd no Time, 
uncommunicared, for his Eternity was no Du- 
ration of Time, but to him as an inſtant, 3 Juſt 
| how, an immeaſurable Moment; which Rill is, 
and ever will be the fame i in the Divine and 
| Unoriginated Exiſtence, _ 

Tu this muſt appear Difficult'to our bene 
Comprehenſtons, fince we meaſure Time by 


Days, Weeks, Months, and Years, but Space 


and Eternity. admit to Meaſure or Progreffion, * 


of which ſee m F ical Meditations Part 
ff Cogan 1 


Aux in ſhort, there is juf as much difference 
between Space and Place, and Time and Eter- 


nity, as between a finite Creature and infinite | 


_ Exiſtence; 

- Hzxer we may obſerve that the Eſſence of © 
God muſt be an undivided Effence in Unity and 
Perfeftion, as obſerv'd in the Beginning of che 
1 Sect. of my Journey thro the Rſs... | 
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36 rp Dee, N 
b upon the Beginning of hig Creations * 
his Perfeckions became cotmitaicible, fo it 
neceſſa E for us that he ſhou'd 
dae nr che Efſeuce his Godhead into och 
” Propettics, (which for Diltinftion's Sake wo 
call Perfonal,) by which he ſhou'd have Otcas. 


fon to communicate his Goodneſs and Perfecti- 
Shs to'us; and to that End has made himfelf 


Known'co%us, as our Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sunckifer, by, ehe Appelidtivis of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt ; in which Names we are initia- 
ted inte his Church-Milicant by Baptiſm by the 
Authority and Command of Chriſt Kimfelt juſt 
| before his Aſcenſion into Heaven. by w_ 
WaerrnEx: this Proof of the Heins « and At- 
tributes of God be conclufive, FG the | | 
Judgment of curious Enquirers.,. 

E prove ſuch an Exiſtence is ; yery caly © A 
natural, from the Effects that are produced by | 
ſuch a Cauſe, and tho ſuch Ptoots, which <1] 
numerous, carry along with ern evident De. 
monſtration, yet we find that all whe Pac tha, 
can be taken, and all the -Proofs khãt gan den 
ven, of the like Nature, little.enough ; yea, too 
little to ſuppreſs. Vids aud Immoxality, che 
| Rooks of. Atheiſm, and Takdeliry: Z2which plen. 
 rifully ſpring up and ſhoot forth in cumberſomeg 
Branches, ſo that there is need of new Helps 
to eradicate and roat them out ; or at leaſt to 
endeavour to put a ſtop. to their dangerous 
* Growth and-furcher.Encreaſe. ©... - 

'AxD as ſuch Curious. Enquirſes may tend ta 
the Toreing forth. of the Glories of the only 
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| chat he muſt n 


ceived my } aut Exiftenes 
mage TO 


* a 


. 7 


Foy er, G 
- — : | : * 
** * „ * 7 * nude * ; 
4 v * 3 vs * * . 


, - 
0 "© 4 
— 


=. M5 8-& + 


. _ 
\ (RY 2 8 
* 
of 
| * a 
* o 
* 3 4 
© + \ i 
- 


*. 


„ 


N = 
STR 
REA = 


=” 
* 


ts " - 
_ and that I am thereby entituled to his fpecial 
Cre and Protecting ; (if I forleit not chis Right 
by Rebellion againſt him) and that he is preſent 
wich me wherever I go; O then, how can I 
hope and truſt, that I ſhall, ere long, have the 
ſmall Rays of his Olories I now behold, as the 
— Dawaingof the Day or Twilighe of the Morn- 
ing, break forth'upon me in the clear Light 
f the of his Righteouſneſs into my 
Soubh when I ſhall be releaſed from the prefenc 
Ferrers of Mortality ? 83 
_ Ou! how ſhou'd theſe Thoughts aid Ex- 
 peſtations raiſe and continue in us an holy Re- 
 vexence of his infinite Preſence, which fils all 
* things both in Heaven and Earth; And how 
mond this influence all our Actions in alt our 
concerns and affairs of Life = 
proportion d in ckeir Performances to 
able to bis divine Will, and 
ſence, as the gpectator of mm ꝰ) 
Arp when we withdraw e Secular 
Concerns of this Life t appoar befbre him ei- 
_ ther in his Houſe, or in our Cleſees, with 
what Adoration and awe ſhould we approach to 
{o immediate an Intercourſe with his glorious 
Majeſty? With what” reverentia! Fear, and 
humble Boldneſs (becauſe not only allowed but 
commanded it) ſhould we approach his Courts? 
Where in Spiritual Exerciſes, ' we may, by an 
Eye of Faith, behold his Preſence filling the 
— Houfſs, appointed for his Worſhip, and the 
Hearts of every of his / faithful 'Servants, and 
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Heart in their Praifes, and to affift che 
which are offered from: 2 N 
Lxr us then endeavour „ Leda v. 
of his continual Preſence, to have Life d 
gour added to all our Deydtions, whether it 
his houſe or in our Cloſets; that may not 0. 
then elevate us, but may for ever ct us 
out of ehe reach of that Ruin, that the 
Temptations incident to our Preſent State whi'd 
plunge us into; and enableus by a life of Holi- 
neſsto be daily ſtriving after Perfection ; To 

daily Comfores 
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F it be asked how] wou'd ink Pardons 
I from Infinity, and latefügeace . 
techons? I anſwer, ö 


8 4 . — 
 Inerutry hath no e W 


cannot any ways Terminate; eg 3 
all Reſpettcand Execnrs,and can aulmie nd Ade 


| 1222 as F have aber. 6 
Infinity toadmit of either Aan br N 
tion, Id it cannot want anything that it is not 
Patel of, but muſt he poſſeſt of all Fillgefs.in 
; | and Intelligence beyond te Cn. 
YOU B 2 Lk Prehenſions =o 


20 "__ ihnen. 
probdnhops of ll Einite Created Beings, which 
live and move, and haye their Exifences in it. 
Ix NE Space ęqually exiſts within and with- 
ourall Boglies, ratronal, or irrational Globes or In- 
whereas they terminate in their own 
| Demenſi and may be either added to, or 
Suhſtrasted from: But the Perfections neceſſa- 
rily accompanying Infioity.can admit ot neither, 
there being nothing wanting in it that can be 
A dee abſolutely pertect ; nor can any 
thing longing to abſolute Perfections be di- 
miniſh d, chang d, or taken away from it, which 
are only unoriginated Properties of neceſſary 
Self- Exiſtence and incapable of Communication, 
in their own Extent and Fulnels. 
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Exp erimental Obſervations, chat the Pla- 
netary. Repolarins are perfomr'd, in exactiy 
the "ame Periods of Time, one Reyolution 
Alter another, therefore thoſe who ſuppoſe a 

Materiality, in the, Rays of Light and Heat, 
— which, p pet eed” from the Sun, are not quite 
| F om all che Perplexities, which the 

TQLOMAICK Syſtem. laid them under in ac- 
counting ae; the Las of Motion in a rational 
and ,natural . Way, being herein forcd to re. 
ur, for. the Non-Retardation of the Planeta- 

y Moriong, to an Almighey, Power continu- 
ally. Aeli upon 5. os an n Impulſe. 


Now 
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Now if I wap make it 5 e 


of Light and Heat frond 5 un bb F 
communicated'r; ro gur Fi eta e 
Oe 


ly and pure! 8. ul 8 

2 rr 750 87 9 d em : 

be Ad . at 5 1 7 928 
y be contimied“ mete 

-ſgned their Yang! 2 1 2 | 
Way chey ure bodnd See op 
_ break chro-. or einge fror >: 10 | 
any Power WHatſoever, ip the 
mighty Power Bach ic Ir Jett "Hol, 
ſhould (up any Ocafion Aa de 
Ratioha?” Wb ae of *< i) Yrepeat f Auer 
them from the Laws aud Principles ; which be 
at firſt aſſignd them, which im alf his mi 
bie Works appear to be perfectly compleat 
and to have 0 Laws gifen, that chat ahne 
Wiſdom cor dtamend. IAS Denz orm 
I x being prove ang Fiete, Roles cg 
ſerv'd; that the Planetary Bodies Yeſe 
qual Areas ine qual Times," ens 
that they move in a perfect Vacuum 
Space of Matter, as to tet ng og 


Nature,” and that they d thus Move,” n 
but any Condinual; Pole . SOT 
pulſe; from an Ianate Pri | 
bed, (by che Alittighty enen 1 | 
Leer of che whole: Rf of rhe üer 
Sides and "Taabitahes,” S en all fecondary 
luce, Will Lppear” klick, cher i ö 
the Objection of the Vfateriat ity of the Li ght 
und Heat of * Su be fairly Aer 
19840 | N whick 


= Fuad Diſſertations. 
—» b, I behore, js now. cho" only ObjeAion | 
thac 3 * made 1 
Fier ehen, let it oblervd kbar the Rays 
of Fight proceeding from the Sun, excepe they 
ute incorporated, with a proper Medium tor 
me Egtertainment, are inviſible: (ſuch as 
4 ſpiritual Exiſtances, except i wich 
| Jomething Material) and thereſore paſſible with- 
out Hindrance. or Rerardation df the Motions 
of the Planets Revolutions: Notwithſtanding 
themſelves are warm'd and enlight- 
y-the Heat and Light of the Sun's s Rays, 
: 99 4 their eee 1 adapted 


e. ti: tf! 4 
tho he Be elk i is Rk. Body 
of Fire, yet it is ſo adapted by inſinite 
e afford Light and Hear to. cheGtobys | 
within its luminous Reach, and yt the Rays of 
its Light and Heat obſtrutt nor tha Motions of 
thele Globes thus Fahghraed and warns * 
is nien lane. 
Fg ite is plain that the Sun's Rays: 8 
a te PE: ſurther than phey, find Enter- 
tainment in ap 


= Medium, as is ebſery'd in 
| ar Aemaſyer re its Riſing and after its 
4 ; ſo that here they axenotincorporate 


vith ſomething Material they become Invifible, 
— no 500 luminous, which proves them co 
be only S pirituous; becauſe only luminous and 

Viſible thro' their becoming incorporate with 
the Atmoſphere of our Gros, or A — 


ne 
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Philoſ; e "TY 


other Planeta, which are patpoſely een 


fore obſerv' d, for the Eatertaiameat of em 
thereby to aaſwer the wiſe De > Cree 
tion for their Uſe and Bene... 

Txx ſame may be alſo obſery'd as to the vi 
fibility of the Rays of che reflected Light from 
7 Bodies a id Atmoſpheres of the primary and 
ſecondary Planets,. which, being chemfelres 
illumiated in the ſame manner as this Globe we 
inhabit, can again reflect that very Illumination, | 
into che ſame Armoſphere that is capable to 
entertain the Light of the San; when, at the 
fame Time it muſt be ſelf- evident, that there 


can no material Partieles ariſing from their. Bo- | 


dies, accompany. that boxrowed and refleted 
Light, and it is. certain alſo that che Rays of 


Light which ſhine from them become luminous, 


vifible, and conſpicuous in the: very. ſame man- 


ner, and by cho very ſame Laws of the primary 
Light icſelf, ſo that che Rays of, Light are in 
themſelves immaterial and purely ſpirirgans,' 

Ir may be objected.thar;the.Lighs, of the 
Sun, and thoſe of the Moon and Planets, Mhich 


ſhine with a borrowed Light, are different; in 
that the Sun, affords Heat along with che Lighe, 


but the Moon and Planets afford no Nest, bus 


only a Reflaction of that light they rer oi ve from 
the Sun, and that that Heat w 
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hich proceeds 
from the Primary Fountain, . the Sun, muſt at 
leaſt carry along with it ſome very razified Far- | 
ticles and Efuyia of Mayer, To ng 
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TIn- anſwer to which, let it be obſery'd, chat 
Heat as well as Light muſt have a proper Medi- 
um for Entertainment before any Effects can be 
 produc'd wit the Influences of a diſtant fiery 
' Globe; 79:0 DI. 7 1.5 8 Wh ENT" | 
Walen the Sun being alo#45%0/d6; and 
plac d in the Center of the Planetary Syſtem 
may be ſaid to be the Soul or Spirit of the ina- 
nimate Bodies thereof, by preferving them in 
their Orbits by its Central Attraction, and 
affording them Light and Hear, which are both 
of a pure and ſpiritueus Kind; I do not mean 
of any ſpiritual Intelligence, | but of a ſpiritu- 
ous Influence; for there is a ſpirieuous en 
without 'a' ſpitirial Intelligence, as in "moſt of 
the Fluids and Solids, Which we are zœquainted 
with upon our own Globe, as may de inſtanced 
in our Mears and Drina. bal lle 
Now chat Heat, 38 well as Light, commu- 
nicating from the Sui to its Planetary Sytem, is 
only Spirituous, and in chat kind init uences dur 
Globe and the reſt of the Planets may appear, 7 
not only from the former Accounts ofthe Non. 
Retardation of the Planets Motions thro” any 
Effects ot its ſurrounding Beams of Light and 
Heat, and of the Iuvifibility and none Effects 
of 'em Where ehey are not entertain'd in a pro- 
per Medium. „ ApS. .31 687 35.9 DAS. 5 | 

Bot alſo from conſidering the Sun as the 
Center uf our Syſtem, and whatever material 
Subſtance may be thrown off from his Surfice 
by the Force of his fiery Flames, muſt be con- 


fd ta his own e and return to its 
| _ Poop | 
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from the Laws of Nature that whatever Farti- 


cles of Matter do float in our Atmoſphere or ãh 


the Atmoſpheres of any df the Planets, and 
conſequently-of any of the Atmoſpheres of any 
Globe whatſoever, that chey are confin'd witht 
in the Limits thereof, and can only make their 
Re turns to the Surface of the Globes tivi 


they belong; as for Inſtance, the Meteors in 


our own Armoſphere vbether they 


or endwd with a fi ery Propenſity, may be ob- 3 
ſervw'd never to exceed the Limits of ovr Own 


rounding Circumference, and only reſpects chis 
Globe as their proper Center; then it muſt ne- 


ceſſarily follow / that the Sun ( 
Center of our Syſtem itſelf; and unto which che 


Whole of it pay their Tributes of Gravitation) 
cannot leſs confine his own material Subſtanes to 


his own Body and Atmoſphere, than the Pla- 
nets, which reſpect him as their Center; \do 


confine every I Particle and the Effluvia belong- 


ing to 'em within the aforeſaid Reſtrichons, 
notwithſtanding ehe Communication of "their 


%3 Wins fr 


Þþorrowed, Lights one to.another,, . — 
Tubus asHuminated Bodies can -chei 


Lights beyond the reach of their material Ex- 


fluvia ſo can the Sun as a Globe of Fire diſpoſe 


ics Heat as Well as Light Wicheur being aeröm 


panied with any material Eu via out of its 
own Atmoſphere, in ſuch Proportion the 


dm ee . 
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Body as its on proper Center; for it:is plain 


hich is. thevery 


* 


a Philoſophical Diſſertations. 
joy'd by its concomitant Planets are only of a 
Spirituous Nature, and bring along with em 
no Particle or Eſſlu via of Matter from its Bo- 
N vulgarly calbd Particles of Light and 
| Heat; from their Incorporating themſelves 
wich ſuch Particles and Effluvia in the Atmoſ- 
phere of our Globe, and thoſe of the other Pla- 


nets; which are agreeable for their Entertain. 
ment and Reception 3 thereby giving them 
Light and Heat; as well as preſerving them in 
their Orbs and regular „ ee 
Souls ef Animals give Heat, Life, Vigour, and 
Metion to their Material Bodies, which they 
actuate, tho themſelves immarenal, 
880 that che Sun may be ſaid aotwinty to bo 
the Center, but the Soul (by its ſpitituous In- 
Auence) of this material Syſtem,” and by its 
Comforts to Support and Preſerve both the ani- 
mate and inanimate e even: —4 
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aye or Efavin, cho 

1 2 3 9585. were created in ne 
FFF Mace or 
d it ever the leſea which-being i»fnite_ can neither be 
Added to or ſubſtracted Fotd. but witt tor ever cbntinue the ſame, 
85 —— _— 1 At 

e hs 
molpheres as it was before their Creation, therefore the Moclons 
of this Globes art 4 EI \ 


that a due Order is in all their har 
nious Revolutions Cs as of Bk cet Tae 


iges Diffevrocions, 1 
Ax sit is placed in the Cenger of our d yſ- 
tem, and muſt, as aboye.obſery'd, have all ma- 
terial Particles, which. axe ſent off from its ho- 
dy, by its euro Flames, return d to in 8 
Loa their proper Center, I think we may 
infer, chat the Sun may be Created and Conti 
tuted by the infinicely Wiſe, and Powerful gon 
triyer ot che whole material and: immaterial 
Creation, that not withſta i comtigaal 
Flames, it may ſuffer no nor 
corerable Change ; but this] leaye to mare cu- | 
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which are warm'd and enlighted 
bee | 
from their own 


ſtem am 

enlightens, then wou'd the material Particles of its 22 

— He r of themſelves 
_ 


Livke and. Hoe anithd hon 2 04 into the 
e tho only of a Spirituous Inflaence muſt be 
W oye Time jo cane from 2 and 


1 
ſphere 4 a 


_ en ea 
Ars we may uutſſueſtionabfy ober ve, that 
it 18 — to anſwer all the Ends of Infinite 

Wisdom ſo far airway deſigu d to be uleful | 
ahdTetvieable. _— WS, e 
Ax trom the prefent View of irs Vfofatriehs; 
hes Linn but be Hd 88 and 
Amatzement! Oh Pleszing W nder and agree 
ableement! to look mes che Works 
of inte Power,” Goodntfs,” Wiſdom, 9 


- and CntrfVaticte YA Pt 
N : — — 2 & — 1333 98 0e 


TT. 


} am_ tothediſtant Globesi it warms Np eee 


8 o_ not do if jts Aunolphere was diſperſed thro? the planeta · 
ke 1 — 
There can be no ſuch thing us in antayeous Motion, ſince all 
Motion vaude ver muſt in . Fo Mes, whether chat which 
moves letial or pete ane A nothing but cla which is 


Ins nit can being nere; and that which is 
= 05 antanzonſly every w 


Change; ner. Situation; ſo that rand ſpiritgn? Inte higence its 
ſelf mut I for if it was inland, then wou'd | 
it comprehend. Infinity; Vecaufe'rhen it wou d be ifiſtuntiy _ 
where, which-is impofihle for any created Bj -—o it 
is on y the ingommunicable<Prog erty of ner eee 
From hesse it Wil follow; that hat ig really SW: o 
4 * — does not neceſſati imply nnr he; vot fr 
8 . be inan greated ſpititual Exiten te o 
80 chene ot abe Reynof vb Sun be 5c f Rep tte 0 ry 
| gument at all to prove them Manerſa!; but their profligiont Fa: 
iii mauſbe iaid to excertbglendotions of all materia] Bodic* 
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om, but jthod emitted from mau terial Stebe, ye 
iri Influence, they willwautally EI 8 
tranſpärent Solids without Force or Reluctaney ney g ed wh 


materia Particles hät over can 1 
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AND if; theſe. {mall Rays ais wonderful 
Works are chu capable to ſurpriſe LU 
only now ſeen as.thro'aGlais! Da 
then will \be. cho,clear-Papſpot of em Fo 4b. 
rain ug. > LIM innige C beg Nenn 
Lx us. henceſorth endeavour chas womay 
continue chat Veneratian gf che Supre 
nite C Creator, and contriyer.of all his Wender. 
ful Works, that MF. Wonder and Amazement 
may put . a the p49 of Heaven and 
fration  , __ 
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neouſrels comprehends Infinity both a8 cg 
and Flace, bejng not. ſUbjee to Motions 
tion, or. Sitharion..,.. A 8820 Aeg rec T- = 
' Maron refpedts.d) rene, * 
"tion reſpects Time, ane icnation reſpe cis Hage, 75 
but! that Which is, Inſtantaneous includes chem | 
all, as being inſtantly preſent. to em alle Share- 
fore incapable of Progreſſons and o imma | 
ble; incapable of Duration, ar ſeparating. Type 
W into Parts, and ſo unchangeable; incapahle ef 
| Situation or being ccnfin'd ro Place, and d ge 
* TY where e n ound a6; 
So that infinite necell; 725 1 
veirher Motion as to 5 — 88 
aration.as to. Time, fi e . 
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nor all created Beings whether Material gr 
Spiritual, as they muſt neeeſſarily have had a 
| Begingingof Exiſtence, muſt be ſubjefted to 
Duration, as well as to Place or Motion; for 
whatever had a Beginning, its future Exiſtence 
muſt over be lengthening, cho' it od exift to 
Eternity hereaſter; 'therefore its Exiſtence is 
| ve cho Eternal to come; and ſo may 
be i aq erer Puration. * 

Bur Neceſſity of Exiſtence, 3z it is without 
h fo it ipliez an Impoſfibiſity of its 
Non-Exiftence, and renders fuch Exiſtence in- 
capable of Progreffion or Duration, and there- 
fore of its Eterniey being either lengthned or 
ſhortned, 4 KAY 1 
3 | 
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M rhe foregoing Proof of the Bling 20 
Attributes of God it appears, that Matter 
is SIacapable of Self-Exiſtence, therefore it may 
be fubzected ro Decay and Corruption: And 
that the Self: Exiſtent Being muſt neceMarily be 
n fpirituat and immaterial Effence, therefore no- 
thing chat was created could become capable of 
Tatelligence and Reaſon that was merely Mate- 
rial, and not actuated with Spirit; for whate- 
! Bodies are endued with Reaſon and 
Inteingence it muſt be from the Actuation of 
an immaterial and fpiritual Exiſtence in that ma- 
cerial Body; and tho! during the Union of this 
ſpiricuat'Exiſtence, or of the Soul with the Bo- 
dy, the Body will enjoy Senfations proper to 


oy” Connection, yet there are alſo Sen- 
ſations 


| ae, Differt ation. 1 
ſations or Faculties belonging to che Soul inde 
pendent of the Body (as confider'din my Jo. 
ney thro the World) therefore the Body may 
be ſubjected to fuch Alteratious and Changes as 
the Soul itſelf cannot be; for as the Soul only 
is the Life, which As unthinking Matter, 
ſo having once entdr d int Exiſtence, tho thro 
an Almighty Power, in che curious Compoſure 
of the Matter jcſelf ; yet, hecayſe it is of 2 ſpi- 
ritual Kind it wilt hereafter for ever exiſt, 
whether in, or ſeperate from that Body which 
it thus actuates, according to the Nature and 
Reaſon of Things; becauſe ſpiritual, Exiſtence 
18 neceffarily from 'Erexaity, but material Ex- 
iſtence is not, fo that whatever is created of a 
ſpiritual Nature, muſt have the Nature of a fu- 
ture eternal Exiſtence communicated to it from 
its Creation by the ſpiritual Self-Exiſtence of its 
Creator, for ſpirityal Intelligence being neceſſa- 
rily exiſtent in the original Cauſe, Immortality 
is from thence communicated to all created ſpi- 
ritual Exiſtences from the Time of their Crea- 
tion: Thus Mortality can only affect Matter, 
and not Spirit. | 
Ir may likewiſe be obſerꝰ d from the forego- 
| ing Diflertations, that Matter being, as of it- 
ſelf, incapabte of any Perception, that Percep- 
tion muſt be amd from Matter, and may 
therefore be either jojn'd to it of ſeparated 
from it, and exiſt either with or without it; 
and the it began to exiſt in that material Body = 
a8 a proper Receptacle, yer the Body Which it 
thus began to exiſt in being material (che Ef- 
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| uptible. ody; for tho; the Spirit may ceaſe to 
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. ca of its or, when by ſome accidental Derrp 
_ ment is render'd incapable to eee the 
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1 * AxD this may be con by cd mmon Ob- : 
1 in Matter of Fe act; in that while the 
Body is in ſenſible Decay hs Age or Sickneſs, 
he Sgul at the ſame time ſuffers no Decay,, but 
ll continue-to brighten; and increaſe. in K no- 
Lege i it has not been corrupted. by; iving 
Way 70 the Indulgencies of the Bodily Senſes, 
or thro” ſome Decay or Diſorder. of ch Parts 
ofthe Body that narufally' will FED and dark- 
en its Operation in their r prefect Union; for choſe 
. - Who Mes a gradual Decay of Body, whoſe 
© Brains are, pre ſery d in a regular and due Order, | 
| will, aye the Senſations and Faculties of rheir £ 
Souls 4 0 eat and bright to the very laſt Minute 
of. their Lives; which ant. neceffarily. ſhew 
that, the, Soul decays not with the Body, and 
will there Ne exiſt, without ir. £ hes nt ant. 
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